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Read Genesis 16 several times. We will observe what happens when Abram and Sarai try to “help God out” in fulfilling His promise
of a son to carry on Abram’s name. Taking control of God’s plan or timing results in lasting problems. Let’s learn from Abram about
some valuable lessons of waiting on the Lord!

Pray for wisdom and understanding, and let’s begin.

L. Verses 1-3. Let’s help God fulfill His plans. The clock is ticking. Waiting for over 10 years, Abram and Sarai think God’s
word to them isn’t going came to pass. The Lord is even restraining this promise from being filfilled. Not resting God’s
word, they decide to “help God out”. Getting ahead of God’s time is always not going to end well.

II. Verses 4-6. Drama and conflict develops in the home as a result. Can you believe that Abram is such a knucklehead?
Because of his impulsiveness, now Sarai blames Abram, he defends himself, and Hagar (the innocent party) is hurt. God
knows they are messed up (like us), but are a work in process (like us). Yet Abram still is useful in His plan (like us too!).
Amazing, huh? But all this conflict could have been avoided if they had simply WAITED. Selah.

Let’s stop here a moment. In our culture, waiting is such a hard thing to do. We want things now! Satan tries to get
you impatient continually. But what does the Lord say to us about waiting? Meditate on Psalms 25:3-5; 27:14; 37:5-7 &
34; 40:1-2; 46:10; 62:5-8. Also consider Isaiah 26:3-4; 40:31; 30:18; Lamentations 3:25-26; Habakkuk 2:3 Has God promised
something that’s not happened yet? Are you hindering Him from accomplishing it? How should you react?

III. Verses 7-9. The Angel of the Lord comes to Hagar. Another Christophany. Jesus comes to Hagar in her hurt. He
knows where she is and what’s happening in her life. And Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

IV. Verses 10-12. The Lord hears & cares for Ishmael. Ishmael means “God hears”. God certainly loves Ishmael and will
bless him, but the covenant is for Abram & Sarai’s child yet to be born. We see the result of trying to accomplish
spiritual ends through carnal means in the constant conflict between these brothers, continuing from Genesis into our
present day! There are consequences from being in a hurry and not waiting for God’s timing in directing our lives.

V. Verses 13-16. The God Who Sees. Hagar returned to Abram and Sarai, and gives birth to her son, Ishmael. She had

seen God and knew He would care for her. It's awesome to hear the Lord Himself say “I see, I know, don’t worry.”

CONSIDER ...... The God Who Sees - El Roi - wants us to think about faith, patience, and waiting. Read Isaiah 64:4.
Why would God take so many years to bring His good promises to pass? What's the value in our waiting?

« First, know God’s delays are designed. He does know what He is doing, doesn’t He? Rest in His timing.
« By waiting, we know He is great. He gets the honor and glory as we learn to wait for His time.  He is fully capable.
+ Only by waiting can He produce the fruit of patience in us that glorifies Him greatly. Relax, he is not late.

Has God kept you waiting? Blessed are you! Whenever we wait, it’s well worth it!




